
 
Do you think you are a  

Democrat, Republican or 
Independent? 

Conservative, Moderate, or Liberal? 
Why do you think this? 



Radical

Liberal

Moderately 

Liberal

Moderate

Moderately 

Conservative

Conservative

Reactionary

 0-8     9-20     21-32         33-47        48-60   61-72  73-80 



Radical

Liberal

Moderately 

Liberal

Moderate

Moderately 

Conservative

Conservative

Reactionary

 0-8     9-20     21-32         33-47        48-60   61-72  73-80 

Radical: Seen as being on the far left of the political 
spectrum, radicals call for wide-sweeping rapid change 
in the basic structure of the political, social, or economic 
system. They may be willing to resort to extreme 
methods to bring about change, including the use of 
violence and revolution. 
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Liberal: Liberals believe that the government should be 
actively involved in the promotion of social welfare of a 
nation’s citizens. Liberals usually call for peaceful, 
gradual change within the existing political system. They 
reject violent revolution as a way of changing the way 
things are, often called the status quo. 
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Moderate: Moderates may share viewpoints with both 
liberals and conservatives. They are seen as tolerant of 
other people’s views, and they do not hold extreme 
views of their own. They advocate a “go-slow” or “wait-
and-see” approach to social or political change. 

 0-8     9-20     21-32         33-47        48-60   61-72  73-80 



Radical

Liberal

Moderately 

Liberal

Moderate

Moderately 

Conservative

Conservative

Reactionary

Conservative: People who hold conservative ideals favor keeping 
things the way they are or maintaining the status quo if it is what 
they desire. Conservatives are usually hesitant or cautious about 
adopting new policies, especially if they involve government 
activism in some way. They feel that the less government there is, 
the better. They agree with Jefferson’s view that “the best 
government governs least.” 
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Reactionary: Sitting on the far right of the ideological 
spectrum, reactionaries want to go back to the way 
things were—the “good ol’ days.” Often reactionaries 
are willing to use extreme methods, such as repressive 
use of government power, to achieve their goals. 
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IDEOLOGY Radical Liberal       Moderate Conservative Reactionary 

Government 
involvement More More Some 

involvement Less Less 

Speed of 
changes in 
government 

Rapid Gradual Slow to no 
change No Change 

Rapid 
Return 

to  
the past 

Political Parties Communist Socialists  Democrat      Centrists     Republicans(Tea Party)  Fascists 
← Independents →  

 0-8        9-20    21-32            33-47         48-60    61-72  73-80 



ISSUES Radical Liberal       Moderate Conservative Reaction 

Taxes 
High taxes for high level of 
government services. State 
control over economy. 

Mixture of both 
sides 
depending on 

Low taxes or large tax cuts. 
Reduction in government services 
and regulation. 

Education Government subsidizes public 
education through college level. 

individual 
conviction 

Government turns control to local 
agencies. Vouchers OK. 

Defense 
Reduce government spending 
on military. Interventionist foreign 
policy. 

and political 
expediency. 
 

Increase spending on military 
readiness. Reduce U.S. involvement 
in world conflicts. 

Environment  
Regulate business to protect 
natural resources. Steer away 
from nuclear, coal, oil  

Support exploration of federal land 
for new energy sources. Reduce 
government regulation. 
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Ideology of the American Public 
•  Political Ideology 

–  Coherent sent of values and beliefs about the purpose and 
scope of government held by groups and individuals 

 
•  Conservative 

–  Government is best that governs least; big government can 
only infringe on individual, personal and economic rights. 

 
•  Liberal 

–  Favors extensive governmental involvement in the economy 
and the provision of social services; takes an activist role in 
protecting rights of women, elderly, minorities, and the 
environment. 



Ideology of the American Public 
•  Libertarians 

–  One who favors a free-market economy and no 
governmental interference in personal liberties. 

•  Problems with Political Labels 
–  Can be misleading 
–  May not predict political opinions 
–  Often opinions are mixed; conservative on some 

issues, liberal on others 
–  Cut across ideological boundaries 



IDEOLOGIES:  
A TWO- 

DIMENSIONAL 
FRAMEWORK 





Subject or Citizen,  
What is the difference? 

What are you? 



What Is Government? 
Government is the institution through 
which a society makes and enforces its 
public policies. 
 

Book Definition: A legitimate use of force within specified geographical boundaries to 
control human behavior 

 Public Policies are the Things that the 
Government decides to do. Examples 
are taxation, defense, education, etc. 



Three Basic Powers of Government 
Legislative The power to make law and to 
frame public policies. 
Executive the power to execute, enforce, and 
administer the laws. 
Judicial the power to interpret laws, to 
determine their meaning and to settle 
disputes that arise within the society. 



Defining these Powers 
Constitutions Are the fundamental laws 
setting out the principles, structures and 
processes of a government. 

Most but not all countries have a 
constitution for this purpose. 



Government: What It Is &  
Why We Need It 

•  Governments 
–  Made up of individuals and institutions through which policies 

are made and affairs of state are conducted 
–  Actions are binding on its citizens 
–  Subjects 

•  Required to follow the rule of the ruler 
•  Is not a member of the political community 
•  Limited Rights 

–  Citizens 
•  Members of the political community 
•  Rights and obligations 

–  Politics 
•  Study of who gets what, when, and how. 



•  Maintaining Order 
–  Oldest objective of government 
–  Thomas Hobbes 

•  Life without government is life in a “state of nature” 
•  Leviathan 

–  John Locke 
•  Liberalism – government protects order 

–  Karl Marx 
•  Communism – government ownership of land and productive facilities 

The purposes of government 



•  Providing Public Goods 
–  Benefits and services available to everyone 
–  Government action to provide can be controversial 

•  Promoting Equality 
–  Gained prominence in 20th century 
–  European welfare state  
–  Most controversial purpose of government 

•  Redistribution of income 
•  The Great Depression 
•  Civil unions 

The purposes of government 



•  Freedom 
– Freedom of:  

•  absence of constraints on behavior 

– Freedom from:  
•  fight against exploitation and oppression  
•  equality 

The concepts of freedom, order, 
and equality 



•  Order 
– Preserving life and protecting property 

•  Domestic Tranquility cited in the preamble 

– Preserving social order 
•  The accepted way of doing things 
•  Some say not a legitimate function of government 
•  State can use police power 

The concepts of freedom, order, 
and equality 



•  Equality 
– Political equality 

•  One person, one vote 

– Social equality 
•  Wealth, education, and status all equal 

– Equality of opportunity 
•  Each person has same chance to succeed 

– Equality of outcome 
•  Society must ensure everyone is equal 
•  Government-supported rights 

The concepts of freedom, order, 
and equality 



•  Maintaining Order and Promoting Equality 
– Must sacrifice individual freedom to attain 

 

•  The Original Dilemma: Freedom versus Order 
– Protect life, property, and make citizens safe from 

violence 
– People value freedom and order  

•  Two values inherently conflict 

Two dilemmas of government 



•  National Sovereignty 
– Each national government has the right to govern 

its people without interference from other nations 
– Threatened by globalization 

•  Globalization 
– The increasing interdependence of citizens and 

nations across the globe 
– U.S. created an International Criminal Court 

 

The Globalization of American government 



4 Properties of a State (Nation) 
•  Territory 

–  Set boundaries controlled by the ruling body 

•  Population 
–  People live within the territory 

•  Government 
–  Some political body that makes the rules and enforces them 

•  Sovereignty 
–  The Ruling body has power over the land and the people 

living in the defined boundaries. There is no one that can 
over rule their decisions. 



Partisan Differences  
over Immigration 



   Origins of the State       
The Force Theory 
•  The force theory states that one person or a small group took 

control of an area and forced all within it to submit to that 
person’s or group’s rule. 

 

The Evolutionary Theory 
•  The evolutionary theory argues that the state evolved naturally 

out of the early family. 
–  (family->clan->tribes->nations) 

The Divine Right Theory 
•  The theory of divine right holds that God created the state and 

that God gives those of royal birth a “divine right” to rule. 
 

The Social Contract Theory 
•  The social contract theory argues that the state arose out of a 

voluntary act of free people. 



Dictatorship (Autocracy) 
One-person rule.  Ruler has total control.  
Absolute monarchs are also dictatorships. 

 ADVANTAGES        DISADVANTAGES 
1. People may be united in their loyalty 
to a dictator since there is no 
competition for trust and affection. 

2. In an emergency, a dictator can 
move quickly to take action.  No time 
is lost in debate or discussion. 

1. People are afforded little or no 
individual liberty.  Civil rights are 
trampled on. 
2. A dictator’s policies suit his/her 
own needs.  Needs of the people 
may be neglected. 
3. Decision making has a narrow 
base - can be flawed, wrong, 
dangerous, and not fully 
supported by the people. 



 ADVANTAGES        DISADVANTAGES 

Oligarchy 
Form of government in which the power is in the hands of a few 
persons or small group (who have the combined power of a dictator.) 

1. Decisions can be made relatively 
quickly.  
2. May provide expert leadership, 
avoiding the danger of one-person 
rule.  
3. In theory, they are the most 
educated members of society.  
4. Members of the oligarchy listen to 
each other - they work together to 
rule.  

Same as Dictatorship 

(Needs and wants of the 
people are not necessarily 
considered.) 



 ADVANTAGES        DISADVANTAGES 

Direct Democracy (participatory) 
Government in which all citizens have equal 
power in decision making. 

1. Every citizen has equal power in 
matters of government.  Every citizen is 
involved in the decision making. 

2. Since all citizens are involved in 
decision making, there is a broad base 
of support and loyalty. 

3. Individual liberties are protected. 

1. Only works when a small 
number of people are involved.  
Ability to gather all citizens in one 
place is necessary. 

2.  Decision making involving all 
citizens is time-consuming.  All 
citizens give in-put, debate, etc... 



 ADVANTAGES        DISADVANTAGES 

Representative Democracy 

Government in which people elect representatives who hold 
the decision making power.     Republic, Indirect Democracy 

1. Citizens are involved in decision 
making through their 
representatives, lobbying, and 
voting. 
2. Representatives are aware their 
job depends on meeting the needs 
of their constituents. 
3. More likely that all elements of 
the population are represented. 

1. Decision making is time 
consuming.  Desire of 
representatives to please 
everyone may cripple system. 
2. Representatives may not always 
agree with those they represent. 
3. Lack of involved citizenry may 
allow special interest groups to 
influence or dominate 
representatives. 



•  The Procedural View of Democracy 
– Universal participation 

•  Who should participate in decision making? 

– Political equality 
•  How much should each participant’s vote count? 

– Majority rule 
•  How many votes are needed to reach a decision? 
•  Clashes with minority rights. 

–  Is the government responsive to public opinion? 

 

The Theory of Democratic Government 



•  The Substantive View of Democracy 
– Focuses on substance, not procedures 
– Based on Bill of Rights and amendments 

•  Government should guarantee civil liberties and civil 
rights 

•  Disagreement among theorists over social rights 
– Conservatives have narrow view 
–  Liberals have broader view 

 

 

The Theory of Democratic Government 



•  The Majoritarian Model of Democracy 
–  Government by majority of the people 
–  Popular election of government officials 
–  Elections decide government policies 

•  Referendum 
•  Initiative 
•  Recall 

–  Critics: Americans not knowledgeable enough 
–  Defenders: Americans have coherent opinions 

 

 

Institutional models of Democracy 



•  An Alternative Model: Pluralist Democracy 
– Government by people operating through 

competing interest groups 
•  A shift from mass electorate to organized groups 

– Two major mechanisms 
•  Interest groups 
•  Decentralized government 

 

 

 

Institutional models of Democracy 



•  An Undemocratic Model: Elite Theory 
– A small group makes most important decisions 

•  Government controlled by wealthy; business connections 
•  Control key financial, communications, industrial, 

government institutions 
•  Would call U.S. an oligarchy 

 

 

 

Institutional models of Democracy 



Classification by Geographic 
Distribution of Power  

(where the power resides) 

Unitary 
Government 

• A unitary government 
has all powers held 
by a single, central 
agency. 



Confederate 
Government 

• A confederation 
is an alliance of 
independent 
states. 

 

Classification by Geographic 
Distribution of Power  

(where the power resides) 



Federal Government 
•  A federal government is one in which the 

powers of government are divided between a 
central government and several local 
governments. 

•  An authority superior to both the central and 
local governments makes this division of power 
on a geographic basis. 

Classification by Geographic 
Distribution of Power  

(where the power resides) 





Classification by HOW the Executive get his/her power 



  We the people  
 of the United States, in 
order to form a more 
perfect union, establish 
justice, insure domestic 
tranquility, provide for the 
common defense, promote 
the general welfare, and 
secure the blessings of 
liberty to ourselves and 
our posterity, do ordain 
and establish this 
Constitution for the United 
States of America.  



Functions of  
American Government 

•  Form a more Perfect Union  
•  Establishing Justice 
•  Ensuring Domestic Tranquility 
•  Providing for the Common Defense 
•  Promoting the General Welfare 
•  Securing the Blessings of Liberty 



What percent of federal 
spending is on the Military? 

 
What is our national debt? 

 
 



X 

X 

X 

69% of the 
Federal 
Budget is 
mandatory 
spending  
 
The 
remaining 
31% is 
discretionary 
of which half 
is for national 
defense.  
 
Total debt is 
$20 Trillion 

$3,897,000,000,000 

X 
X X 



Roots of American 
Government 

•  Intellectual and Religious Development 
–  Enlightenment: Philosophers and scientists such as Sir 

Isaac Newton questioned fate and divine right.  
–  Reformation: Radical Protestants split from the Church 

of England. 
•  Protestants and Puritans believed in the ability to speak 

directly to God. 
•  Pilgrims: social contract/compact 

–  Agreement between people and their government, signifying 
consent to be governed 





Hobbes, Locke, and a Social 
Contract Theory of Government 

•  Argued that individuals were free 
and equal by natural right. 

•  This required that all men (and women) 
give their consent to be governed. 



Hobbes, Locke, and a Social 
Contract Theory of Government 

 Hobbes argued that man’s natural state was 
war and without government life would be  

 “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish and short”;  
 

 a struggle to survive.  Therefore, there is a 
need for a single, strong ruler. 



Hobbes, Locke, and a Social 
Contract Theory of Government 

  Locke was more optimistic.  
 

 Man in the state of nature is ruled by Natural law 
and knows what should be done   
  
 Government is necessary to preserve private 
property. 

–  Need less centralized authority 
 



American Political Culture 
•  Personal Liberty 
•  Equality 
•  Popular Consent 

–  The idea that governments must draw their powers from the 
consent of the governed 

•  Majority Rule 
–  Central premise of direct democracy in which only policies that 

collectively garner the support of a majority of voters will be 
made into law 

•  Popular Sovereignty 
–  Right of the majority to govern themselves based on natural 

law (ethical principles that are part of nature and understood 
by reason) 



American Political Culture 
•  Civil Society 

–  Society is created when citizens are allowed 
to organize and express their views publicly 
as they engage in open debate about public 
policy. 

•  Individualism 



Changing Characteristics of the 
American People 

•  Size and Population 
•  Changing Demographics 

–  Racial and Ethic Composition 
•  Immigration has changed the nation. 

–  1600-1700: Western Europeans 
–  Gold Rush in 1848: Chinese 
–  1850s: Irish Catholics 
–  1880s to 1910s: Southeast Asians, Cubans, and 

Mexicans 
–  1900s: Eastern Europeans 

•  Racial balance changing dramatically today. 



Changing Characteristics of the American People 
•  Changes in Age Cohort Composition 

–  No longer nation of young 
–  Graying of America 
–  Types of services and policies demanded from 

government change 
–  Age profile 

•  Baby Boomers (born in late 1940s-early 60s) 
•  Generation X-ers (children of Boomers – late 60s-mid 

70s) tougher economic times 
•  Generation Y (born from 1977-1994) 
•  Millenials (you Guys and Gals) 



Changing Characteristics of the 
American People 

•  Changes in Family and Family Size 
–  Large families were norm and gender roles 

were clearly defined. 
–  Industrialization and knowledge of birth 

control methods began to shrink family 
size. 
•  1949-49% said 4 or more children was an 

ideal family size. 
•  1997-only 8% favored large families. 
•  Since 1970 the number of female-headed 

families has increased from 5.5 million to 
12.8 million. 



Men and Women in a Changing Society 



How Are Americans Really Doing? 


