
Chapter   
The President’s Job 

Description 
“ The presidency has made every 

man who occupied it, no matter how 
small, bigger than he was, and no 
matter how big, not big enough for 

its demands.” 
 

                  Lyndon B. Johnson, 1972 
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•  Copy this web graph and leave room below for a 
more detailed description of each role 
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Roles of the President 

President 

 
Chief of State 

 

• The President is chief of state. This 
means he is the ceremonial head of the 
government of the United States, the 
symbol of all the people of the nation. 



Roles of the President 
 

Chief of State 
 

• The Constitution vests the President with 
the executive power of the United States, 
making him or her the nation’s chief 
executive. 
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Roles of the President 
 

Chief of State 
 

• The President is the chief administrator, or 
director, of the United States government. 
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Chief of State 
 

•  As the nation’s chief diplomat, the 
President is the main architect of American 
foreign policy and chief spokesperson to 
the rest of the world.  
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Roles of the President 
 

Chief of State 
 

• The Constitution makes the President the 
commander in chief, giving him complete 
control of the nation’s armed forces 
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Chief of State 
 

• The President is the chief legislator, the 
main architect of the nation’s public 
policies. 
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Roles of the President 
 

Chief of State 
 

• The President acts as the chief of party, the 
acknowledged leader of the political party 
that controls the executive branch. 
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Roles of the President 
 

Chief of State 
 

• The President is expected to be “the 
representative of all the people.” 

 
Chief Executive 

 

Chief Administrator President 

Chief Diplomat 
Commander in Chief 

Chief Legislator 

Chief of Party 

Chief Citizen 





1.  Be “a natural born citizen.”  
- A person must be born a citizen of the United 

States to be able to become President. 
2.  Be at least 35 years of age.  

- John F. Kennedy, at age 43, was the youngest 
person to be elected President.  

3.  Have lived in the United States for at least 14 
years. 

4.  Informal qualifications, such as intelligence and 
character, are also important considerations. 

Qualifications for President 
Article II, Section 1, Clause 5, of the Constitution says 
that the President must: 



The President’s Term 
•  Beginning with George Washington, 

Presidents had limited their service to two 
4-year terms. 

•  This tradition was broken by Franklin D. 
Roosevelt in 1940 when he ran for and 
won a third term in office. He then went on 
to be elected to a fourth term in 1944.  

•  The 22nd Amendment,1951, placed limits 
on presidential terms. Presidents now may 
serve two 4-year terms, and no more than 
10 years in office. 



Congress determines the President’s salary, and this 
salary cannot be changed during a presidential term.  

Pay and Benefits 

•  The President’s pay was 
first set at $25,000 a 
year. Currently, the 
President is paid 
$400,000 a year. 

•  Congress has also 
approved an expense 
allowance for the 
President, which is 
currently $50,000 a 
year. 

•  Besides monetary 
benefits, the President 
gets to live in the 132-
room mansion that we call 
the White House.  

•  The President is also 
granted other benefits, 
including a large suite of 
offices, a staff, the use of 
Air Force One, and many 
other fringe benefits. 



Roles of the President 
 

Chief of State 
 

• With all these duties, is it surprising that presidents 
age quickly while in office? Should we have more 
than one executive to handle these duties? 
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