
The Policy-Making Process
Public policy is government action or inaction 

taken to deal with problems and concerns.

Problem	Recognition

Agenda	Setting

Policy	Formulation

Budgeting

Policy	Adoption

Policy	Implementation

Policy	Evaluation



• Not everything qualifies as a problem 
deserving of government intervention.

• Perceptions of government responsibility play 
a role. 
– These have changed over time.

• Usually there is not a single agreed-on 
definition of a problem.
– Political struggles may occur at this stage.

Problem	Recognition



• Agenda
– A set of issues to be discussed or given attention.

• Systemic Agenda
– All public issues are viewed as requiring governmental 

attention; a discussion agenda.

• Governmental (Institutional Agenda)
– The changing list of issues to which governments believe 

the should address themselves.

Agenda	Setting



• The crafting of appropriate and acceptable proposed courses of 
action to ameliorate or resolve public problems.

• Routine formulation
– A repetitive and essentially changeless process of reformulating 

similar proposals within an issue area that is well established on 
the government agenda.

• Analogous formulation
– Handles new problems by drawing on experience with similar 

problems of the past.
• Creative formulation

– Involves attempts to develop new or unprecedented proposals 
that represent a departure from existing practices.

Policy	Formulation



• The approval of a policy proposed by the 
people with the requisite authority, such as a 
legislature.

• Major legislation requires much negotiation, 
bargaining, and compromise.
– Complex legislation takes time to pass.
– Legislation passed is often incremental.

Policy	Adoption



• Most policies require money in order to be 
carried out.
– A policy can be nullified by a refusal to fund.
• Noise Control Act

• Having the potential to curb funding can be a 
powerful tool for congressional committee 
chairs.

Budgeting



• The process of carrying out public 
policy through governmental 
agencies.
• Some are enforced by other means 

such as the courts.
–Product liability
–Product dating

Policy	Implementation



• The process of determining whether a course of 
action is achieving its intended goals.

• Important players in this process
– Congressional committees
– Presidential commissions
– Private research organizations
– General Accountability Office (GAO)

• Evaluation research and studies can stimulate 
attempts to modify or terminate policies and restart 
the policy process.

Policy	Evaluation



Social Welfare 
Policies Today

Today’s social welfare policies of 
– income security
– health care
– and public education



Economic
Policies Today

Today’s economic policies of 
– Monetary policy
– Fiscal Policy
– Enviromental Policy



Foreign
Policies Today

Today’s Foreign policies of 
– Diplomatic policy
– Military Policy



What is an Iron Triangle?

Cozy relationships in U.S. politics between the 
Legislature, Government Bureaucracies, and Special 

Interest groups that result in tight policy-making circles. 



Issue	Networks
consist	of	government	and	
private	groups	that	have	a	
vested	interest	in	a	common	
policy	area.	Each	issue	
network	can	include	
executive	departments,	
regulatory	agencies,	
congressional	committees,	
interest	groups,	educational	
institutions,	private	
businesses	and	the	mass	
media.	The	networks	can	be	
contentious	and	the	
arguments	can	fall	along	
partisan,	ideological,	and	
economic	lines	because	not	
every	group	in	the	network	
wants	the	same	thing.



October	19,	2017

• What	Compromise	gave	us	a	Bicameral	Congress?

• What	are	the	two	Houses	of	Congress?

• Who	do	they	represent?

• Which	Branch	of	Government	is	Congress?

• Which	of	the	6	principles	are	in	congress?
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Bicameral 
Congress•The British Parliament 

has consisted of two 
houses since the 1300s, 

and many colonial 
assemblies were similar 

in form.

A bicameral legislature 
was necessary to 
compromise the 
Virginia and New 
Jersey plans of 
representation.

The Framers favored a 
bicameral Congress in 
order that one house 
might act as a check 

on the other.
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