
Exam

Name___________________________________

MULTIPLE CHOICE.  Choose the one alternative that best completes the statement or answers the question.

1) The ________ is the final interpreter of the content and scope of Americans' civil liberties.
A) American Civil Liberties Union
B) Congress
C) president
D) Supreme Court
E) Constitution

1)

2) The Bill of Rights was written and proposed by
A) the U.S. Supreme Court in 1796.
B) President Thomas Jefferson in 1801.
C) President George Washington in 1789.
D) the First Congress of the United States in 1789.
E) the Constitutional Convention in 1787.

2)

3) The language of the First Amendment, "Congress shall make no law," suggests that the Bill of
Rights was written to

A) restrict the powers of the national government.
B) restrict the powers of both the national and state governments.
C) enlarge the powers of the national government.
D) restrict the powers of the state governments.
E) enlarge the powers of the state governments.

3)

4) In the case of ________, the Supreme Court ruled that the Bill of Rights restrained only the
national government, not states and cities.

A)Gitlow v. New York
B) Engel v. Vitale
C) Barron v. Baltimore
D)Miranda v. Arizona
E)New York v. the United States

4)

5) Beginning with the case of ________ in 1925, the Supreme Court began to rule that the Bill of
Rights applied directly to the states, as well as to the national government.

A)Engel v. Vitale
B)United States v. Bill of Rights
C)Gitlow v. New York
D)Miranda v. Arizona
E)Barron v. Baltimore

5)

6) In Gitlow v New York (1925), the Court ruled that freedoms of speech and press were liberties
protected by the ________ clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.

A) interstate commerce
B) commerce
C) due process
D) free press
E) necessary and proper

6)
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7) Incorporation is the legal concept under which the Supreme Court has nationalized the Bill of
Rights by making most of its provisions applicable to the states through the due process clause
of the ________ Amendment.

A) Tenth
B) First
C) Fifteenth
D) Second
E) Fourteenth

7)

8) The two clauses of the First Amendment regarding religion and government are commonly
referred to as

A) the establishment clause and the free exercise clause.
B) the free exercise clause and the necessary and proper clause.
C) the due process clause and the free exercise clause.
D) the establishment clause and the necessary and proper clause.
E) the due process clause and the establishment clause.

8)

9) In Lemon v. Kurtzman, the Supreme Court established that aid to church-related schools must do
all of the following EXCEPT

A) have a secular purpose.
B) treat all religions equally.
C) inhibit religion.
D) not advance religion.
E) not create excessive government entanglement with religion.

9)

10) In the Engel v. Vitale case of 1962, the Supreme Court ruled that ________ was (were)
unconstitutional.

A) the Connecticut statute barring the distribution of birth control information
B) prior restraint
C) prayers done as classroom exercises in public schools
D) police search or seizure without an authorized warrant
E) segregation

10)

11) In its Near v. Minnesota decision of 1931, the Supreme Court ruled that
A) states were prohibited from publishing newspapers because that amounted to government
censorship of the press and constituted the establishment of a government monopoly.

B) the state government could not use prior restraint to shut down an outspoken newspaper.
C) a CIA agent could not publish a personal memoir without clearing it through the agency.
D) states had the power to use prior restraint broadly, but the national government did not.
E) a school newspaper was not a public forum and could be regulated "in any reasonable
manner" by school officials.

11)

12) Which of the following elements of the Bill of Rights was extended to the states by the Supreme
Court case of Near v. Minnesota?

A) Grand jury requirement
B) Freedom of speech
C) Freedom of the press
D) Right to privacy
E) Right to counsel in felony cases

12)
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13) In the case of Schenck v. United States in 1919, Justice Holmes declared that government can limit
speech if that speech provokes

A) a clear and present danger.
B) prior restraint.
C) public demonstrations in opposition to the government.
D) obscenity.
E) libel.

13)

14) In the case of New York Times v. Sullivan (1964), the Supreme Court ruled that
A) the publication of the Pentagon papers could be legally barred as a matter of national
security.

B) statements made about political figures are libelous only if made with malice and reckless
disregard for the truth.

C) the Pentagon papers could be legally published despite the government's desire to keep
the material secret.

D) statements made about political figures, however malicious, can never be deemed
libelous.

E) government officials cannot sue newspapers for libel since this would entail prior restraint
of the press.

14)

15) Which of the following is a form of symbolic speech?
A) Burning the American flag
B) Wearing an armband
C) Parades
D) All of these are forms of symbolic speech.
E) None of these is a form of symbolic speech.

15)

16) In District of Columbia v. Heller (2008), the Supreme Court ruled that
A) the Second Amendment only applies to the right of states to create militias.
B) prohibitions on concealed weapons are unconstitutional.
C) the Second Amendment protects an individual right to possess a firearm unconnected to
service in a militia.

D) background checks for gun buyers and qualifications on the commercial sale of firearms
are unconstitutional.

E) guns must be stored in a fashion that prevents their theft or children from accessing them.

16)

17) In the case of ________, the Supreme Court ruled that the protection against unreasonable search
and seizure applied to the state and local governments, as well as the national government, thus
nationalizing the exclusionary rule.

A)Gideon v. Wainwright
B)United States v. New York
C)Miranda v. Arizona
D)Mapp v. Ohio
E)Roth v. United States

17)
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18) The Fifth Amendment forbids
A) forced self-incrimination.
B) illegal searches and seizures.
C) cruel and unusual punishment.
D) the government establishment of a national religion.
E) All of these except D.

18)

19) In the case of Miranda v. Arizona, the Supreme Court ruled that
A) illegally obtained evidence cannot be used in a trial.
B) the police must show probable cause before making an arrest.
C) police must inform any suspect of a series of rights, including the constitutional right to
remain silent.

D) the death penalty could be imposed for the most extreme of crimes.
E) defendants in all felony cases have a right to counsel, even if the state has to provide such
legal assistance.

19)

20) In the 1963 case of ________, the Supreme Court ruled that defendants in all felony cases had a
right to counsel, and if they could not afford to hire a lawyer, one must be provided.

A)Miranda v. Arizona
B) Engel v. Vitale
C)National Bar Association v. United States
D)Gideon v. Wainwright
E)Mapp v. Ohio

20)

21) Which of the following is true of the U.S. criminal justice system?
A) The Constitution does not specify the size of a jury, but tradition has set the number at
twelve.

B) Unanimous votes of juries are required for a criminal conviction.
C) Approximately 90 percent of all cases begin and end with a guilty plea.
D) Recent Supreme Court rulings ensure that judges' authority in sentencing derives from
juries' verdicts.

E) All of the above are true.

21)

22) Cruel and unusual punishment is forbidden by the
A) Eighth Amendment.
B) self-incrimination clause.
C) exclusionary clause.
D) Fifth Amendment.
E) Sixth Amendment.

22)

23) In Roe v. Wade, the Supreme Court ruled that in the third trimester of pregnancy
A) states are prohibited from funding the abortions of poor women.
B) states cannot ban abortion unless the mother's life is in danger.
C) the federal government, but not the states, is prohibited from funding abortions for poor
women.

D) states can ban abortion except when the mother's health is in danger.
E) states cannot ban abortion.

23)
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24) In the 1992 case of Planned Parenthood v. Casey, the Supreme Court ruled that abortion
A) could be completely outlawed by individual states.
B) restrictions could be imposed by states if they did not involve "undue burdens" on the
women seeking abortions.

C) funding by any level of government was unconstitutional.
D)must be funded by state governments when the mother cannot afford it, or it would be a
violation of the equal protection clause.

E) was a fundamental right, and any restrictions on such a right had to be judged by a "strict
scrutiny."

24)

25) Which of the following restrictions on access to abortion has the Supreme Court argued is
constitutional?

A) Twenty-four-hour waiting periods for women seeking abortions
B) Prohibiting "partial birth abortion" without an exception to preserve the mother's health
C) Parental consent for minors seeking abortions
D) Requiring doctors to present women with information concerning the risks of abortion
E) The Court has argued that all of the above are constitutional.

25)

TRUE/FALSE.  Write 'T' if the statement is true and 'F' if the statement is false.

26) The Twenty-sixth Amendment, ratified in 1971, has been used by the Supreme Court to
incorporate most of the Bill of Rights into state laws.

26)

27) The "wall of separation" suggested by the First Amendment refers to the division of power
between the national and state governments.

27)

28) It is unconstitutional to pray in school. 28)

29) Students in public schools may be subject to greater regulation of free speech than adults in
other settings.

29)

30) Obscenity is not within the realm of constitutionally protected speech or press. 30)
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Answer Key
Testname: LIBERTIES

1) D
2) D
3) A
4) C
5) C
6) C
7) E
8) A
9) C

10) C
11) B
12) C
13) A
14) B
15) D
16) C
17) D
18) A
19) C
20) D
21) E
22) A
23) D
24) B
25) E
26) FALSE
27) FALSE
28) FALSE
29) TRUE
30) TRUE
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