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Federalism



FEDERALISM

What is Federalism

Can you think of recent examples of 
federalism in action?

Why do we have a federal system?



Federalism - A system of government in 
which a written constitution divides the 
powers of government on a territorial basis 
between:
vthe National/central government and
vthe States (regional units)

in order to limit the power of government
Strengths

§ Local action in matters of local concern
§ National action in matters of wider concern



The Roots of the Federal System
• The Framers worked to create a political 

system that was halfway between the failed 
confederation of the Articles of Confederation 
and the tyrannical unitary system of Great 
Britain.

• The three major reasons for federalism are:
1. the prevention of tyranny;
2. the provision for increased participation in politics;
3. and the use of the states as testing grounds or 

laboratories for new policies and programs.





Division of Powers
A nation has Inherent Powers to do the things 

nations do, make war, peace, etc.
The Constitution divides the powers of government 

between the National Government and the States
Powers are Delegated (granted) to the National 

Government
üExpressed Powers (enumerated) spelled out
üImplied Powers – not stated, but reasonably 

suggested
Powers Reserved to State Governments – powers not 

granted to the National Government



Enumerated Powers -
literally expressed

Article I, section 8
• lay and collect taxes, duties,
• provide for the common defense and general 

welfare of the United States
• regulate commerce with foreign nations, and 

among the states, and with Indian tribes
• coin money and regulate the value thereof
• declare war



Implied Powers- not literally 
stated but reasonably implied
Article I, Section 8, clause 18
• “necessary and proper clause” or 
• Elastic Clause – stretched to cover 

many situations
• The necessary and proper clause

has often been used to expand the 
powers of the national government.



Reserved Powers to State 
Governments (police powers)

• Most of State Powers come from the Tenth 
Amendment: "The powers not delegated to 
the United States by the Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the States, are reserved 
to the States respectively, or to the people." 

• Most government actions is done by State 
and Local governments.

• Police Powers – promote and protect 
public heath, public morals, public safety, 
and general welfare.



Concurrent Powers
Powers shared by the National 
Government and State Governments.

Under this system of dual/cooperative 
federalism, concurrent powers are held 
and exercised separately and 
simultaneously by the two basic levels of 
government, national and state.



Denied Powers
• Article I, section 9 lays out powers 

denied to the national/central
government.
• For example: give preference to ports of 

one state over another
• Article I, section 10 lays out the 

powers denied to the States.
• For example: enter into treaties, 

alliances, or confederations



Division of Powers
Delegated 
Powers
of the 
National 
Government

Reserved 
Powers 

of the 
States 

Government

Concurrent 
Powers

•Coin Money

•Make Peace 
Treaties

•Raise and 
Maintain Armed 
Forces

•Declare War

•Levy and 
Collect Taxes

•Borrow Money

•Spend Money

•General Welfare

•Public 
Education

•Public Safety

•Establish Local 
Governments



U.S.
Constitution

Acts of Congress 
and Treaties

State Constitutions

State Statutes

City and County Charters and Ordinances

Article VI  The Supreme Law of the Land

The Supremacy Clause in the Constitution establishes  Constitution
and United States laws as the “Supreme Law of the Land.”



The Nation’s Obligations to the States
Republican Form of Government
• The Constitution requires the National Government to 

“guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican 
Form of Government.” (representative)

Invasion and Internal Disorder
• The National Government is required to provide defense 

of the States from foreign invasion, and aid in protecting 
against “domestic Violence” in the States. (also aid for 
natural disasters: hurricanes, tornados, floods, etc.)

Respect for Territorial Integrity
• The National Government is constitutionally bound to 

respect the territorial integrity of each of the States.



The Changing Nature of Federalism
• Prior to the 1930s, many scholars used the analogy 

of a layer cake to describe Dual Federalism. 
– Each layer had clearly defined powers and responsibilities.

• After the New Deal, the analogy of a marble cake
seemed more appropriate because the lines of 
authority were much more mixed.

• This marble cake federalism is often 
• called cooperative federalism and has a  

much more powerful national government. 
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