
Courts Quiz

MULTIPLE CHOICE.  Choose the one alternative that
best completes the statement or answers the question.

1) Federal judges serve life terms in office so
that they

A) adhere to the principle of majority rule
among voters.

B) represent their constituents' interests.
C) can be more easily checked by the

president and Congress.
D) are impartial in making rulings.

2) The U.S. Supreme Court holds
A) only original jurisdiction.
B) only appellate jurisdiction.
C) both original and appellate

jurisdiction.
D) neither original nor appellate

jurisdiction.

3) Stare decisis is an important principle in the
judiciary because it increases:

A) the power of the courts over the
president.

B) the power of the courts over the
Congress.

C) the number of appeals.
D) consistency among court rulings.

4) Ideological changes in the composition of
the Supreme Court can lead to the rejection
of existing precedents, as occurred when the
Court overturned

A) Engel v Vitale with Wisconsin v Yoder.
B) Plessy v Ferguson with Brown v

Board of Education.
C) Tinker v Des Moines with Schenck v

United States.
D) Baker v Carr with Shaw v Reno.

5) Cases involving criminal law are prosecuted
by

A) legislators.
B) the victim.
C) the defendant.
D) the government.

6) The prosecutor in a criminal case has the
"burden of proof," meaning

A) the prosecutor must prove the
defendant's guilt with a preponderance
of evidence.

B) the prosecutor must prove the
defendant's guilt beyond a reasonable
doubt.

C) the defendant must prove himself
innocent in order to win the case.

D) the prosecutor must present
independent witnesses in order to
prevail in the case.

7) The 5th and 6th Amendments provide
criminal defendants each of the following
due process rights EXCEPT:

A) a speedy trial.
B) protection from cruel and unusual

punishment.
C) protection from self-incrimination.
D) an attorney.

8) The vast majority of criminal cases that
enter the judicial system

A) go to trial, rather than being resolved
by a plea bargain.

B) are heard in state courts, rather than
federal courts.

C) are eventually appealed to a higher
court.

D) are heard by the Supreme Court.
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9) Article III of the Constitution established
A) federal and state supreme courts.
B) the U.S. Supreme Court
C) the U.S. Supreme Court, U.S. Court of

Appeals, and U.S. District Courts.
D) federal and state supreme, appellate,

and trial courts.

10) Congress can check the power of federal
district courts by changing all of the
following EXCEPT:

A) the number of judges serving on the
courts.

B) the length of the judges' terms in
office.

C) the number of courts.
D) the courts' jurisdiction.

11) A president's nominee to a federal district
court:

A) generally must be supported by a
Senator from the nominee's home
state.

B) can only be impeached during that
president's term.

C) must be confirmed by a 2/3 vote of the
Senate before taking the bench.

D) must hold a law degree.

12) In which of these cases would the Supreme
Court have original jurisdiction?

A) a suspected terrorist is prosecuted for
bombing a federal building

B) the state of Texas sues the state of
New Mexico over water rights

C) local residents challenge the federal
government for expanding a national
park

D) a woman sues the Social Security
Administration for denying her
disability claim

13) Presidents choose judicial nominees who
share their ideological beliefs primarily
because

A) such judges will work harder to carry
out the president's policy agenda.

B) it reduces the likelihood that Congress
will impeach the judges.

C) it will be easier to obtain Senate
confirmation of the nominee.

D) the judge's life tenure is the
longest-lasting influence a president
has.

14) When the Supreme Court decides not to
review a case on appeal

A) the lower court's decision is final.
B) the court of last resort in the relevant

state hears the case.
C) the lower court hears the case again.
D) the lower court's ruling is nullified and

the case is left unresolved.

15) Which of the following statements about the
U.S. Supreme Court is correct?

A) A unanimous vote is required for
justices to decide a case.

B) Five justices must agree for the Court
to accept a case.

C) Oral arguments are generally limited
to two days.

D) The Court accepts fewer than 100
cases per year.

16) When Justice Thurgood Marshall agreed
with the majority in New York Times v
United States, but disagreed with some of
the rationale of the majority, his separate
opinion was a

A) unanimous opinion.
B) concurring opinion.
C) majority opinion.
D) dissenting opinion.
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17) With its rulings desegregating schools,
expanding the rights of the accused, and
establishing new privacy rights, the Warren
Court (1953-1969) engaged in

A) judicial restraint.
B) stare decisis.
C) judicial originalism.
D) judicial activism.

18) The Supreme Court reinforced the power of
the national government over the states in
the case of

A) Marbury v Madison.
B) United States v Lopez.
C) Citizens United v Federal Election

Commission.
D) McCulloch v Maryland.

19) Congress can effectively overturn a
Supreme Court decision by

A) writing an executive order.
B) appointing an additional justice to the

Court.
C) passing a Constitutional Amendment.
D) failing to enforce the decision.

20) In 2016, the Senate refused to hold hearings
on President Obama's nominee to the
Supreme Court because

A) Republican Senate leaders hoped to
allow a newly elected Republican
president to make the nomination.

B) President Obama's prior nominees
turned out to be poorly qualified to
serve, so the Senate wanted to wait for
more qualified nominees.

C) the Constitution prohibits presidents
from appointing Supreme Court
Justices in their last year of office.

D) President Obama had already placed
two nominees on the Court, and
allowing him a third nominee would
grant him too much presidential
power.

21) Use the quote to answer the question.

"Whoever attentively considers the different
departments of power must perceive that, in
a government in which they are separated
from each other, the judiciary, from the
nature of its functions, will always be the
least dangerous to the political rights of the
Constitution; because it will be least in a
capacity to annoy or injure them."

This passage of Federalist 78 argues that
the judicial branch is weaker than the
legislative and executive branches because
the courts:

A) Are limited to an enumerated list of
powers in the Constitution

B) Cannot initiate policy; they must wait
for litigants to bring cases to them

C) Cannot make national policy
decisions; they only settle disputes

D) Are responsible for determining their
own jurisdiction

22) Which of the following best explains the
role of precedents and stare decisis in
judicial decision making?

A) They are the basis for decisions
grounded in common law.

B) They are used only in a state court of
last resort.

C) They form the ideas that created the
dual court system.

D) They are used in disputes by courts of
International justice.

23) Which type of case concerns the violation of the
legal rights of one individual toward another?

A) original B) civil
C) appellate D) criminal

24) The following question is based on the
excerpt below:

MARSHALL, C.J., Opinion of the Court
Mr. Chief Justice MARSHALL delivered
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the opinion of the Court.
…The authority…given to the Supreme
Court by the act establishing the judicial
courts of the United States [the Judiciary
Act of 1789] to issue writs of mandamus to
public officers appears not to be warranted
by the Constitution…
…[A] legislative act contrary to the
Constitution is not law… an act of the
Legislature repugnant to the Constitution is
void…
So, if a law be in opposition to the
Constitution, if both the law and the
Constitution apply to a particular case, so
that the Court must either decide that case
conformably to the law, disregarding the
Constitution, or conformably to the
Constitution, disregarding the law, the Court
must determine which of these conflicting
rules governs the case. This is of the very
essence of judicial duty.

Marbury v. Madison (1803)

Which of the following best describes the
importance of the power of judicial review
today?

A) It allows the Court to maintain its
independence as a branch of
government.

B) It allows the Court to oversee and
review actions by state institutions.

C) It allows the Court to check the power
of other federal branches.

D) all of the above

25) The executive branch and Congress have
significant control over the judiciary
through the nomination and appointment of
judges. This constraint on judicial power is
best represented by which of the following
concepts?

A) symbolic representation
B) concurrent powers
C) adversarial judicial systems
D) checks and balances

26) How many justices currently serve on the
Supreme Court?

A) five B) six
C) eight D) nine

27) For a case to be heard in the Supreme Court, a
minimum of how many justices must vote to
hear the case?

A) six B) five
C) one D) four

28) During the Supreme Court practice known
as the Rule of Four, which of the following
best represents the role of the writ of
certiorari during case review?

A) It is a summary of the case written by
the justice's law clerks.

B) It is an order requiring a lower court
to provide court records from past
cases.

C) It is a request to the court for a review
of an undecided case.

D) It is a legal brief filed by individuals
or groups involved in the case.

29) The ________ Act of 1789 established the basic
three-tiered structure of the federal court
system.

A) Appellate B) Interpretation
C) Judiciary D) Federal Courts
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30) Who is in charge of the appellate court litigation
of the federal government?

A) the solicitor general
B) the White House counsel
C) the attorney general
D) the Senate majority leader

31) The authority to be the first court to hear a case
is which type of jurisdiction?

A) appellate B) constitutional
C) original D) trial

32) Which of the following is a way that interest
groups attempt to influence the Supreme
Court's decisions?

A) publishing position papers
B) filing standing to sue briefs
C) claiming disputes are justiciable
D) filing amicus curiae briefs

33) Which of the following is the authority vested in
a particular court to hear and decide the issues
in a particular case?

A) judicial review B) jurisdiction
C) filibuster D) jurisprudence

34) Only a(n) ________ court can review the
decisions of a lower court.

A) original B) administrative
C) appellate D) trial

35) Who attempted to expand the number of
Supreme Court justices in 1937?

A) President Hoover
B) Chief Justice Warren
C) President Wilson
D) President Roosevelt
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Answer Key
Testname: COURTS F2019

1) D
2) C
3) D
4) B
5) D
6) B
7) B
8) B
9) B

10) B
11) A
12) B
13) D
14) A
15) D
16) B
17) D
18) D
19) C
20) A
21) B
22) A
23) B
24) D
25) D
26) D
27) D
28) B
29) C
30) A
31) C
32) D
33) B
34) C
35) D
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