
Chap 3.1  Six Basic Principles 
        of the Constitution 

v Popular Sovereignty 
v Limited Government 
v Separation of Powers 
v Checks and Balances 
v Judicial Review 
v Federalism 





Six Basic Principles  
of the Constitution 

n  The principle of popular sovereignty asserts that 
the people are the source of any and all government 
power, and government can exist only with the 
consent of the governed. 

n  The principle of limited government states that 
government is restricted in what it may do, and each 
individual has rights that government cannot take 
away. 

n  Separation of powers is the principle in which the 
executive, legislative, and judicial branches of 
government are three independent and coequal 
branches of government. 



Six Basic Principles  
of the Constitution 

n  Checks and balances is the system that allows 
the legislative, executive, and judicial branches to 
check, or restrain, the actions of one another. 

n  The principle of judicial review consists of the 
power of a court to determine the constitutionality 
of a governmental action. 

n  Federalism is a system of government in which 
the powers of government are divided between a 
central government and several local governments. 



Six Basic Principles of the Constitution
       Mini-Project – due today 

n  Use 2 separate sheets of paper (NOT in your spiral) 

n  List the Six Basic Principles, 3 per sheet (pgs. 65-70) 
1. Write the Textbook definition. 
2. Write a definition in your own words. 
3. Draw a picture that demonstrates the principle. 

(must use color!) 
4. Be creative. We will be referencing these 

principles all semester. 
5. Staple sheets together, with your name, turn in. 



An Outline of The Constitution, 
“Supreme Law of the Land” 

n  The Constitution sets out the basic 
principles upon which government in the 
United States was built.  

n  Outline of the Constitution- purposefully 
brief document, organized into eight 
sections: 

n   the Preamble  
n  7 Articles 
n  followed by 27 Amendments 



	
Memorize	this	Acros.c	
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Please	
Let	
Every	
Junior	
Fail	
As	
Seniors	
Rock!	
Always!!	

Preamble	
Legisla=ve	
Execu=ve	
Judicial	
Full	Faith	&	Credit	
Amendment	process	
Supremacy	Clause	
Ra=fica=on	
Amendments		



Amending the 
Constitution 

n What is an amendment? 
Ø A change to the Constitution 
n What are the different ways 

to  amend the Constitution 
Ø Formal Amendments 
Ø Informal Amendments 



Formal 
Amendments 

n How many times has the 
Constitution been formally 
amended? 

Ø 27 times 
n What are the Bill of Rights? 
Ø The first ten amendments to 

the Constitution 



Chap 3.2 Amendment Process 

n  The Constitution provides for its 
own amendment process, making 
changes in its written words.   

n  Article V sets out two methods for 
the proposal and two methods for 
the ratification of constitutional 
amendments, creating four possible 
methods of formal amendment. 



Formal Amendment Process 

First step 
This is the 
way all 27 
amendments 
have begun! or 



Formal Amendment Process 

Second Step 

Used 26 
Times 

Used 1 Time 

OR 



Formal Amendment Process 

Most Common –  
26 of 27 Times 



Formal Amendment Process 



The Constitution is purposefully brief, devoted to 
principle, basic organization, and structure.  

Constitutional change and development have 
occurred over time, which have not involved any 
changes in its written word.   The informal 
amendment process can take place by: 
1.  Passage of basic legislation by Congress; 
2.  Actions taken by the President; 
3.  Key decisions of the Supreme Court; 
4.  Activities of political parties;  
5.  Custom, social and cultural changes 

Chap 3.3 Informal 
Amendment Process 



Bill of Rights –  
First 10 Amendments 

n  Proposed by the 1st Session of Congress after 
the controversy surrounding ratification of 
the Constitution 

n  Specific protections of personal rights 
ü  Freedom of religion, speech, press, assembly, and 

petition 
ü Right to bear arms; no quartering of troops 

(response to British rule) 
ü   Privacy rights and rights of the accused 
ü Rights of Americans not limited to just the Bill of 

Rights 
ü  Powers not given to National Government are 

reserved to the State or the People 




