
The Bill of Rights 

Amendment I  

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 

abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 

the government for a redress of grievances.  

Amendment II  

A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear 

arms, shall not be infringed.  

Amendment III  

No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor in time of 

war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.  

Amendment IV  

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches 

and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or 

affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.  

Amendment V  

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or 

indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual 

service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to be twice put in 

jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be 

deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public 

use, without just compensation.  

Amendment VI  

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of 

the state and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously 

ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the 

witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the 

assistance of counsel for his defense.  

Amendment VII  

In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury 

shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise reexamined in any court of the United States, 

than according to the rules of the common law.  

Amendment VIII  

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

Amendment IX  

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained 

by the people.  

Amendment X  

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved 

to the states respectively, or to the people.  

Amendment XIV  

Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 
citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which 
shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any 
person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the 
equal protection of the laws.
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The Bill of Rights 

Amendment Summary of rights protected by this amendment 
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After completing this worksheet and learning about the first 10 Amendments, which do you think is most 

important and why? 



Name: _______________________ 

Bill of Rights Hypothetical’s 

Directions: Read the following hypothetical situations and decide whether each one contains a violation of the 

Bill of Rights. For each, circle violation or no violation and then write the number of the amendment and the 

appropriate phrases from the amendment that relate to the situation.  

1. A 20 year old college student starts his own newspaper, which often prints articles making fun of the local

mayor. The mayor is angry and gets his aides to take the papers off the stand before they can be distributed. 

Violation No 

violation 

Amendment support: 

2. A woman is being tried for murder. The prosecuting attorney forces her to take the stand and testify.

Violation No 

violation 

Amendment support: 

3. A student wears a button to school urging people to vote for a certain candidate for President of the United

States. Some other students don't like the candidate and ask the principal to force the student to take off the 

button. The principle refuses to tell the student to remove the button. 

Violation No 

violation 

Amendment support: 

4. A dentist is being sued for $500,000. He wants a jury to hear the case but the judge refuses his request.

Violation No 

violation 

Amendment support: 

5. A young woman is being tried for treason. She is accused of selling plans for building a nuclear weapon to

Iran. The judge believes it would be dangerous to let the public hear her ideas. He refuses to allow anyone to 

view the trial. 

Violation No 

violation 

Amendment support: 

6. A group of teenagers gather quietly on a street corner. Neighbors complain and ask the police to arrest them

for getting together as a group. The police refuse. 

Violation No 

violation 

Amendment support: 



7. A town needs more land to build a new elementary school. A woman's property is needed but she wants to

keep it. The town forces her to sell and gives her twice the property's actual value. She sues to get her land back. 

Violation No 

violation 

Amendment support: 

8. The government tries a man for murder and loses the case. A jury says he is innocent. The district attorney

who prosecuted the case is mad and promises to keep trying him until they get a jury to convict him. The 

defendant thinks this is unfair. 

Violation No 

violation 

Amendment support: 

9. The Postmaster General of the United States has a cross and a nativity scene installed at all Post Offices

throughout the country during Christmas time. Government funds are being used to purchase the cross and 

nativity scene. The mayor of a predominantly Jewish town demands that the cross and nativity scene be 

removed from her town. 

Violation 

No 

violation 

Amendment support: 

10. A man living on a quiet residential street erects a giant billboard on his front lawn. The billboard has neon

lights advertising a new breakfast cereal that the man invented. The city has zoning laws against this type of sign 

in a residential neighborhood and demands that it be removed. 

Violation 

No 

violation 

Amendment support: 

•Think of a time when you believe that one of your rights was violated.

What happened?

How did you feel?




